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Problems of defining the essence of corruption as a socio-legal phenomenon

The article is devoted to the study of the essence of corruption as a socio-legal phenomenon, revealing its
multi-level and multifaceted nature. The aim of the study is to identify theoretical and practical difficulties in
defining corruption as a complex socio-legal phenomenon, as well as to develop a comprehensive approach to
its interpretation and counteraction, which is particularly relevant in the modern context. The research em-
ployed general scientific methods such as theoretical analysis, synthesis, and generalization, which made it
possible to structure fragmented approaches and identify the essential features of corruption. National and in-
ternational legislation were also analyzed, which helped to reveal legal gaps and explore possible ways to
eliminate them. The results indicate that corruption is a complex, institutionalized phenomenon encompassing
the household, administrative, and political levels of society. The study found the absence of a unified defini-
tion in legal science and legislation, which complicates effective law enforcement. Problems in regulatory
frameworks were identified, and measures were proposed to improve legal formulations, including expanding
the range of subjects and increasing attention to conflicts of interest. Recommendations were also made for
the development of an anti-corruption culture as an important condition for effective corruption prevention,
confirming its theoretical and practical significance and the need for further research in this area.

Keywords: legal phenomenon, corruption, bribery, graft, definition of corruption, essence of corruption, anti-
corruption culture, unlawful act, combating corruption, legal mechanism.

Introduction

In the present-day realities, out of the global challenges faced by all nations of the globe, corruption has
stood out to be one of the most pressing ones. It destabilizes national economies, erodes human rights, vio-
lates the rule of justice and increases social tensions in society. Corruption still stands as one of the biggest
hurdles to socio-economic reforms. It can be considered as one of the factors that cause the present crisis of
economic, political, social, and moral-ethical aspects of social life. Academician E.O. Alaukhanov, viewing
corruption as a global evil harming national interests, emphasizes: “without solving the corruption issue, it is
impossible to effectively address state governance tasks, and the fight against corruption remains extremely
relevant” [1; 7].

The diversity and evolution of corruption, which remains one of the key threats to modern states, have
necessitated the creation of an effective and balanced mechanism to counteract it. Challenges in combating
corruption arise due to its multilevel structure, which requires specific measures tailored to each level. Often,
efforts focus only on addressing corruption at a single level, leading to public distrust. Therefore, it is crucial
to implement anti-corruption measures comprehensively and at all levels.

There are three main levels of corruption: 1) The lower level, also known as petty or street-level corrup-
tion, manifests within civil society and is typically expressed through small-scale bribery in sectors such as
education, healthcare, and other social institutions. 2) Mid-level corruption occurs among officials and in-
volves the abuse of official positions for personal gain. 3) High-level or political corruption refers to attempts
to influence specific aspects of state policy to obtain personal or corporate benefits. An effective fight against
corruption requires a synchronized approach that comprehensively addresses all these levels.

Thus, it becomes evident that combating corruption requires joint efforts from the entire society. To
achieve this, it is important to develop an anti-corruption culture, which constitutes a significant component
of spiritual culture. Given the current socio-economic, legal, and political landscape, examining the nature of
corruption and its effect on the development of an anti-corruption culture is both essential and timely. It is
important to highlight that a deeper understanding of corruption is especially relevant in the context of legal
system modernization, which is progressing in parallel with broader reform initiatives [2].
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There is no common definition of “corruption” and the existing interpretations differ significantly in the
scientific field. Corruption is widely studied across various academic fields, including economic theory, so-
ciology, political science, state and legal theory, criminology, administrative law, and international law. In
the post-Soviet region, specialized legal schools are emerging, focusing on the analysis of corruption-related
issues and the development of effective strategies to combat them. At the same time, modern scholarship
presents a broad spectrum of interpretations for key concepts such as “corruption”, “corrupt offense”, and
“anti-corruption culture”.

The purpose of this article is to identify and analyze the theoretical and practical challenges in defining
and interpreting corruption, examine its multifaceted nature, and formulate a comprehensive approach to un-
derstanding corruption that integrates its social and legal characteristics. This approach aims to contribute to
the development of effective prevention and counteraction measures.

To achieve this goal, the following objectives were set:

- Analyze the etymological and historical development of the concept of corruption;

- ldentify its socio-economic evolution and institutional forms;

- Systematize scientific approaches to its definition in legal science;

Assess the completeness and accuracy of legal definitions of corruption in national legislation to identi-
fy normative and theoretical gaps.

The study of corruption as a complex legal phenomenon continues to attract significant attention from
researchers. Within the legal approach, which considers corruption as a type of unlawful activity, the works
of A.N. Agybaev and E.O. Alaukhanov deserve special attention. Among foreign scholars, the research of
J. Nye, A.l. Dolgova, and S.N. Shishkarev stands out, linking the emergence of corruption to imbalances in
the social structure of society. And there is also a substantial body of research dedicated to international
methodologies for the consideration of corruption, as well as approaches to its acceptance as a norm that al-
lows the same understanding of the given phenomenon. In fact, countless such works exist, as corruption is a
multi-dimensional problem, but the fragmentation of knowledge in this field leads to further challenges in
crafting an effective narrative that addresses the issue of the corruption in the creative sector.

Methods and materials

The research methodology is developed in accordance with the particularities of the research phenome-
non by using general scientific methods of theoretical analysis, synthesis, and generalization, which will en-
able a better understanding of the research problem.

Through the methods carried out within this study, it was able to properly analyze the phenomenon of
corruption to produce a complete picture of its main trends, determinants and effects, whilst also shaping the
data obtained. The theoretical analysis was used to highlight the nature of corruption, its forms and the con-
ditions of its spread. By synthesizing the results and integrating the scattered data into one concept, the study
enabled us to recognize the interrelations among different aspects of corrupt behavior. The authors concluded
that the generality of the findings allowed them to draw universal conclusions that could be found in other
social and legal contexts.

Finally, the study drew from specific methodologies, including legal analysis of anti-corruption legisla-
tion, which enhanced its exploration of the subject. This complex approach made it possible to analyze the
nature of corruption as a social phenomenon, to study its influence on social institutions, and to work out
scientifically grounded measures for its minimization.

Results

The study showed that corruption is a complex social multifactorial phenomenon studied in the context
of sciences of various profiles. The multifaceted nature of corruption also explains why there is no accepted
definition of corruption in the academic community. Anti-corruption is best approached from the point of
view of an integrative interaction of legal, economic and sociological methods of analysis and regulation.

Based on the research conducted on the issues related to determine the essence of corruption as a socio-
legal phenomenon, the following findings have been identified:

1) In terms of etymological and historical analysis, corruption is a socio-legal concept that describes a
complex of phenomena with historical depth. The etymological analysis of the term shows that the Latin
word “corrumpere” originally meant “bribery” and “disruption of legal order”, indicating its legal and moral
significance even in Roman law.
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The historical context confirms the universal negative perception of corruption, as reflected in religious
doctrines such as the Bible, the Quran, and the Torah. These sources contain moral and ethical condemnation
of corrupt practices, highlighting their reprehensibility across different historical periods and cultural tradi-
tions. Thus, corruption is perceived as a threat to social stability and the rule of law, regardless of the era or
civilization.

2) The research findings indicate that, in the course of socio-economic development, corruption has
evolved from isolated instances of misconduct into a systemic phenomenon influencing economic and politi-
cal processes. At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, corrupt practices took on an institutionalized charac-
ter, integrating into mechanisms of competitive struggle within the private sector.

In contemporary conditions, corruption has transformed into a global issue affecting all spheres of pub-
lic life and requiring comprehensive countermeasures. Effective regulation of this phenomenon is possible
through the improvement of legal norms, institutional oversight, and international cooperation aimed at min-
imizing corruption risks and strengthening principles of good governance.

3) The analysis of scientific approaches to defining corruption in legal studies has revealed its multifac-
eted nature and the absence of a single universal definition. The research demonstrated the existence of sev-
eral dominant interpretations of corruption, reflecting both its legal nature and socio-economic essence.

Within the criminal-legal approach, corruption is regarded as a criminal offense associated with obtain-
ing unlawful benefits by officials, as emphasized in the works of domestic researchers (A.N. Agybaev). The
institutional approach focuses on studying corrupt practices within the public service and state administration
systems (A.V. Kurakin, A.l. Dolgova). The theoretical-legal analysis (S.N. Shishkarev) considers corruption
as a complex category that includes legal and illicit interrelations between individuals, society, and the state.

Research reveals that corruption is a complex legal and social phenomenon, thus it requires comprehen-
sive interdisciplinary analysis — from the perspective of law, institutions, economic as well as social issues —
to be able to develop and implement effective anti-corruption measures.

4) An examination of the legal definitions of corruption in national and international legislation identi-
fies not only normative but also theoretical gaps: there are definitions of concepts that are unsustainable due
to a lack of foundational support. However, the definition of corruption by the Law of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan “On Combating Corruption” (2015) does not include all possible types of corruption and has many
controversial features. These consist of the lack of focus on conflicts of interest, inadequate emphasis on
preventive actions, and the absence of precise differentiations between the subjects of corrupt connections.

The novelty of the research results is comprehensive in nature, as it gives a definition of corruption as a
socio-legal phenomenon, by combining historical-etymological, theoretical and normative-legal analysis. By
systematically and collectively structuring fragmented scientific interpretations of the phenomenon present-
ed, we provide a novel, integrated understanding of what truly causes corruption. The study covers norma-
tive gaps both in terms of legislative definitions and offers specific proposals on improving the legislation of
the Republic of Kazakhstan. It identifies the object of legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the part
covering the range of subjects and situations, and emphasizes the importance of addressing conflicts of inter-
est in legislation. The results obtained serve as theoretical groundwork in the creation of effective preventive
and counter-corruption measures, as well as in establishing a stable anti-corruption culture within society.

The research substantiated and applied the concept of “multi-level model of corruption” which ex-
pressed its incarnations in three levels — the petty (street-level), the administrative and the political corrup-
tion. This, however, would enable the examination of corruption practices and elaboration of measures rele-
vant to the particularities of each tier. In particular, forth study applied the concept of a holistic anti-
corruption strategy, which prioritizes intervention at all levels of corruption, all at once. This concept found
practical application in the form of specific proposals for improving the legislation of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, ensuring a more effective and systematic response to corruption across different spheres of society.

Discussion

The study of the essence of corruption includes an analysis of the origin of this term, the identification
of key elements characterizing this phenomenon in the context of social relations, as well as an examination
of its consolidation in current legislation.

Before delving into the essence of corruption, let us first examine the word itself. The term “corruption”
has deep historical roots. Historically, corruption first manifested itself in the form of small household ac-
tions, where gifts or offerings were given to authorities in gratitude for services rendered or to maintain good
relations. As early as the Laws of the Twelve Tables, one of the most significant legal monuments of Ancient
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Rome, the word “corrumpere” was used to mean “bribery to change court testimony” and “judicial corrup-
tion”. The word “corruption” itself derives from Latin roots: “core”, meaning integrity or unity, and
“rumpere”, meaning to break, destroy, or ruin, which literally reflects the concept of bribery and the destruc-
tion of principles of honesty and justice [3].

Corruption is condemned by all major world religions. The Bible and the Quran contain explicit refer-
ences to this phenomenon: “For | know how many are your offenses and how great your sins: There are
those who oppress the innocent and take bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts” (Amos 5:12);
“And do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly or send it [in bribery] to the rulers in order that [they
might aid] you to [wrongfully] consume a portion of the wealth of the people” (Quran 2:188). In Judaism,
the issue of corruption is also addressed in the Torah and Sifrei: “Do not accept a bribe (shohad), even to ac-
quit the innocent or to convict the guilty” [4].

The turn of the 19th and 20th centuries marked a fundamentally new stage in the theoretical understand-
ing of corruption in developed countries, associated with radical changes in the economy, social structure,
and political system. This period was characterized by a significant strengthening of the state apparatus, the
expansion of officials’ powers, and the increasing role of bureaucratic institutions, which created favorable
conditions for the spread of corrupt practices. At the same time, the private sector was actively developing,
and corruption became not only an occasional tool for resolving specific issues but also a strategic business
practice. Representatives of the private sector began to systematically engage in the “bribery of the state”,
which manifested in the regular bribing of officials, lobbying private interests through illegal or semi-legal
schemes, and striving to subordinate public institutions to their own commercial interests.

As a result of this process, corruption manifestations began to take on not just an individual but an insti-
tutional character, penetrating the mechanisms of state governance and becoming an integral part of estab-
lished economic and political relations. This contributed to the formation of stable corruption networks in-
volving both representatives of state authorities and private business structures, pursuing personal or corpo-
rate interests at the expense of public and governmental objectives.

By the late 20th and early 21st centuries, corruption had fully acquired the status of a global problem,
recognized as a threat to national and international security, economic development, and social stability. As a
result, the fight against corruption was no longer perceived solely as a legal or administrative task of individ-
ual states but took on a broad national and international significance. Governments began actively develop-
ing and implementing comprehensive anti-corruption programs and strategies aimed not only at detecting
and punishing corrupt officials but also at preventing corruption risks, fostering an anti-corruption culture,
and creating a transparent and accountable system of public administration [5, 8].

It should be emphasized that the given definitions of corruption do not entirely encompass the essence
of this illegal phenomenon. However, they do underscore its fundamental aspect — bribery and the corrupti-
bility of officials in positions of authority. This forms the foundation of any corrupt act, regardless of its de-
gree of social danger.

As we can see, scholars interpret the essence of corruption in different ways. Among the numerous per-
spectives, four key approaches can be distinguished, each examining corruption from the standpoint of dif-
ferent scientific disciplines.

The legal approach views corruption as the use of official powers by a public official for personal en-
richment. This manifests in the adoption of illegal decisions or the deliberate avoidance of duties, which
benefits a third party, in exchange for which the official receives unlawful remuneration.

The sociological approach interprets corruption as a social phenomenon driven by human actions that
contradict public interests. This behavior is rooted in social relationships formed at a particular stage of soci-
etal development, with all their patterns, contradictions, and conflicts. Thus, corruption is viewed as a prod-
uct of the social environment, reflecting its specific characteristics. Corrupt connections present in various
spheres are seen as a distinct form of social relations, characterizing the particular stage of societal organiza-
tion.

According to the economic approach, corruption is viewed as the result of the rational behavior of par-
ticipants in relationships aimed at maximizing their own benefits. These relationships involve three parties:
the principal, who manages resources and holds authoritative powers; the agent, who is entrusted with man-
agement of a portion of the resources for purpose of achieving specific goals; and the client, who receives
public goods, commodities, or services created within these relationships. The economic approach defines
corruption as the agent’s deviation from the duties prescribed by the contract, in which the resources entrust-
ed to them by the principal are used to achieve personal gain or to satisfy the interests of the client. This
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model of behavior becomes possible if the expected profit from violating norms exceeds the potential costs.
Thus, corruption is interpreted as the rationally motivated use of official powers and resources for personal
enrichment through unlawful actions.

The socio-economic approach interprets corruption as a phenomenon characteristic of societies in the
process of development, where its emergence is driven by poverty, weak state institutions, and incomplete
modernization processes. Proponents of this approach argue that corruption has a dual nature and can lead to
both negative and positive consequences.

The positive impact of corruption is observed in the fact that, in “third-world” countries where state in-
stitutions are underdeveloped and unable to fully perform their functions, corrupt officials, driven by private
interests, often find solutions to citizens’ problems more quickly. This contributes to the creation of new
mechanisms and tools that, despite their unlawful nature, accelerate social development and the moderniza-
tion of society.

In legal science, the term “corruption’ has numerous definitions proposed by both domestic and foreign
researchers. For example, Kazakhstani researcher A.N. Agybaev defines corruption as a criminal act aimed
at obtaining illegal benefits by an official for themselves or third parties [6].

A well-known Russian researcher in the field of combating corruption, A.V. Kurakin, defines corrup-
tion as “A phenomenon within the public service system encompassing various unlawful acts, such as an of-
ficial receiving property benefits either personally or through intermediaries, abusing official authority for
personal gain, and the bribery of public officials by individuals or legal entities” [7, 9]. Another Russian re-
searcher, A.l. Dolgova, describes corruption as a social phenomenon based on bribery and the venality of
government and other officials who exploit their official powers, authority, and resources for personal or
corporate interests [8, 708].

Theoretical scholars propose examining corruption in a broad aspect, paying special attention to its le-
gal nature. In this regard, the dissertation research of S.N. Shishkarev is noteworthy, as it conceptualizes cor-
ruption as a theoretical and legal category that reflects the legal interrelation between corrupt practices and
the interests of individuals, society, and the state. [9, 24].

The foreign researcher J. Nye defines corruption as a phenomenon that includes bribery (offering re-
wards to evade one’s duties), nepotism (granting favors based on personal connections), and the illegal ap-
propriation of public funds for personal use [10].

Scholarly literature offers numerous approaches to defining corruption; however, a unified concept has
not yet been established. Due to the complexity of this phenomenon, it is difficult to define it precisely and
attribute specific actions to it. Scholars generally identify two main approaches to defining corruption: the
general and the specific (criminological) approaches. The general approach highlights the core characteristics
of corruption, encompassing all aspects of its legal regulation. Supporters of this perspective assert that, in
the contemporary world, corruption should be viewed as any actions that violate established norms and ob-
struct the development of particular industries, fields, or the state as a whole. At the core of such actions lies
the exploitation of public resources for personal or corporate benefit, ultimately causing harm to public inter-
ests.

The specific approach interprets corruption as a complex social and criminological phenomenon rather
than a strictly legal category. Within this perspective, the term “corrupt crime” is commonly used to describe
various corruption-related offenses, such as bribery, official misconduct, and the abuse of power for person-
al, group, or corporate interests. Legal scholarship offers numerous definitions of corruption, formulated by
both domestic and international researchers [11].

Summarizing the analysis of the essence of corruption, we can identify several key characteristics that
play an important methodological role in further research on this topic:

1. An agreement between the parties, including an official and an interested participant, which presup-
poses a certain agreement.

2. Mutual benefit and interest, which can be expressed in both tangible and intangible forms.

3. The illegality of actions, reflected in the violation of criminal and other legal provisions that prohibit
such conduct by officials.

4. The influence of a prior agreement on an official’s decisions, which is evident in the execution of
their professional responsibilities.

These attributes allow for a more comprehensive understanding of corruption networks and facilitate
further analysis of the issue.
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The first official international definition of corruption is believed to have been established in the “Code
of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials,” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December
17, 1979. According to the Code, “the concept of corruption encompasses the commission or omission of
any act in the performance of duties or due to these duties as a result of required or accepted gifts, promises,
or incentives, or their unlawful receipt whenever such an action or inaction occurs” [12].

According to the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Combating Corruption”, adopted on Novem-
ber 18, 2015, “corruption is the illegal use of official powers and related opportunities by persons holding
responsible government positions, persons authorized to perform state functions, persons equated to those
authorized to perform state functions, and officials for the purpose of obtaining or deriving material (non-
material) benefits and advantages for themselves or third parties, as well as the bribing such individuals by
offering them benefits and advantages” [13].

In our opinion, this legal definition is incomplete and does not encompass all possible forms of corrup-
tion. It is necessary to agree with the majority of experts that the legislative definition contains certain nor-
mative and theoretical gaps that require further refinement, particularly:

1) Uncertainty in identifying the subjects of corrupt actions, their interests, and roles, which leads to a
blurring of distinctions between offenders, criminals, and affected parties.

2) It should also be noted that the aforementioned definition of corruption does not fully reflect the as-
pect of conflict of interest, which is a significant factor in the emergence of corruption. It is important for the
law to emphasize situations where the personal interests of officials come into conflict with their official du-
ties.

3) The definition primarily focuses on public officials authorized to perform state functions, while ex-
cluding representatives of the private sector, which narrows the scope of the law’s application. Corruption in
the private sector, which interacts closely with the education sector, should also be particularly targeted.
Concurrently, while public sector corruption remains a key avenue of addressing the issue, the commercial
facet of corruption remains highly relevant, as the private sector equips itself both as a source and a conduit
of corruption.

4) the definition is mainly reactive (looking at already undertaken efforts) and does not put enough fo-
Cus on preventive measures that enable action to be taken to combat corruption in the first instance.

5) The definition fails to account for modern forms of corruption (e.g., digital corruption, procurement
corruption, digital service corruption) demanding greater clarification for their effective regulation.

This study has made it possible to explore the phenomenon of corruption in its complexity and multi-
level character as a challenge for modern states. Corruption is known to have an impact on national econo-
mies, human rights, and social tension. Corruption as a concept has been subject to variegated interpretive
frameworks from a theoretical standpoint, and explained the multitude of definitions in the academic litera-
ture.

Analysis on the etymological and historic dimension of the term suggest that corruption is a fundamen-
tal human concept with an ancient root, existing everywhere in human history and condemned in all cultures
and religions. The findings of the study examined and confirmed the evolution of corruption, which causes
the transition of corruption from isolated cases to a systemic phenomenon that has become an integral part of
the socio-economic and political processes of society.

Methodologically, a set of general scientific and specific methods was used to ensure the completeness
and depth of the study. The structuralization of heterogeneous approaches and data was also facilitated by
theoretical analysis, synthesis, and generalization, and a comparative analysis of legislation and anti-
corruption practices was carried out to establish the strengths and weaknesses of existing normative for-
mations.

Four main groups have emerged as characteristic of the existing approaches to understanding corrup-
tion: legal approach, sociological approach, economical approach and socio-economical approach. All of
these approaches shed light on certain aspects of corruption; yet, their fragmentation prevents the construc-
tion of a holistic plan of action against this phenomenon.

The analytical lens for interpreting the scientific results of the study is given by the institutional con-
cept, which sees corruption as a systemic phenomenon reflecting social institutions and structures. It inter-
prets the dissemination of corrupt practices based on institutional aspects, including deficiencies in legisla-
tion, shortcomings in state regulation and control apparatus, as well as the inadequacy of the anti-corruption
ethos among society.
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A comprehensive methodology has been applied, including a theoretical analysis and practical study of
the legal framework and existing practices, thus ensuring the reliability of the research results. To minimize
the subjective component of the analysis and to increase the objectivity of the conclusions obtained, it is nec-
essary to use several scientific approaches and methods (comparative, theoretical, historical, synthesis, and
generalization). The results of the study are once again proven to be valid and reliable, in both theoretical
and empirical data that can be used for the development of science and practice.

Conclusions

Corruption erodes the very foundation of society where civil institutions are accustomed to its presence
and state authorities abuse authority for personal gain. Its continuous metamorphosis breeds tremendous bar-
riers to countermeasures. Corruption is a complex social phenomenon for which there is no common defini-
tion in scientific literature.

In order to build an anti-corruption culture that applies to people and society, understanding how cor-
ruption works and its forms is essential. This kind of culture is a hallmark of active civic engagement, and
goes a long way in the protection of human rights, enhancement of public security, and maintaining legal
stability. Promoting the values of anti-corruption strengthens the respect for democratic institutions and fos-
ters a strong sense of accountability to the law. Kazakhstan has an urgent need for an anti-corruption ideolo-
gy, one that can be internalized within the public consciousness, leading to the development of national
pride, and strengthening the self-awareness of its people. This will be a crucial step toward building a society
free from corruption.

Thus, as a result of the study on the problems of defining the essence of corruption as a socio-legal phe-
nomenon, the following conclusions and recommendations have been made:

- The essence of corruption is manifested in anti-social behavior, characterized by actions that violate
regulatory frameworks and hinder the development of a particular sphere of activity. Actions by public offi-
cials or by other persons entrusted with governmental or managerial functions, undertaken by virtue of their
official position, legal status, or authority in a manner that damages society, the state, or individual citizens,
aimed at obtaining material or non-material benefits for themselves, or for others;

- The research findings underline the importance of an integrated, holistic, interdisciplinary approach to
both the study of corruption and its prevention, stressing the need for stronger anti-corruption culture, better
legislation and greater international collaboration;

- Given the existing normative and theoretical conceptual gaps which require to be improved, we rec-
ommend making amendments and addenda to paragraph 6 of Article 1 of the Law of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan “On Combating Corruption”, spelling out the description “Corruption is the unlawful use of official
(service) powers and linked possibilities by individuals who hold responsible public office, persons empow-
ered to perform state functions, persons equated to those authorized to perform state functions and officials,
as well as the use of their powers, connections or influence by representatives of the private sector in order to
receive or extract assets (non-substantial) benefits and advantages for themselves or third parties, both per-
sonally or through intermediaries, as well as bribery of these individuals through the provision of advantages
and benefits, including cases of conflict of interests and creation of frameworks that would facilitate such
actions”;

— We propose to add an additional provision to paragraph 9 of Article of the Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan “On Combating Corruption”, the paragraph reads as follows: “Anti-corruption culture is a com-
plex of values, legal perspective, knowledge and skills that forms an active intolerance to any manifestation
of corruption. This extension is justified based on the understanding of corruption as a social and legal phe-
nomenon, and therefore requires not only legal measures, but a transformation of public consciousness,
which is primarily aimed at perceiving corruption as a threat to the stability of society and the state.”

The practical significance of this study lies in identifying gaps and shortcomings in the current anti-
corruption legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, enabling the proposal of concrete and well-founded
recommendations for improving the legal framework, implementing effective prevention mechanisms, and
strengthening anti-corruption efforts at all levels. The research findings can be used in the development of
state programs and strategies aimed at minimizing corruption risks and fostering a sustainable anti-corruption
culture among public officials and the general population. The scientific value of the study consists in a
comprehensive analysis of existing theoretical approaches to understanding corruption as a socio-legal phe-
nomenon, which allows for the systematization of fragmented academic knowledge, clarification of the es-
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sence and characteristics of corruption, and the establishment of a solid theoretical foundation for further
research and the development of an interdisciplinary approach to the study of corruption.

The results of the study can be applied in the following areas: improvement of the legislation of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan on combating corruption by refining definitions and eliminating identified gaps; devel-
opment and implementation of comprehensive anti-corruption programs and strategies at the national and
institutional levels; educational activities and professional development of public officials, aimed at fostering
a strong anti-corruption culture; scientific research related to the theoretical and practical aspects of corrup-
tion; public awareness campaigns to increase knowledge and promote societal rejection of corrupt practices.
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XK.O. Fansl, A.W. bupmanosa

DJIeyMeTTiK-KYKBIKTBIK KYOBLIBIC peTiHaeri
cpl0aiijiac KeMKOPJIBIKTBIH MOHIH aHBIKTay MJceJiesepi

Makana >KeMKOPJIBIKTBIH MOHIH QJICyMETTIK-KYKBIKTHIK KYOBUIBIC PETiHAE 3epTTeyre apHajfaH, OJ OHBIH
KOIICHI eI KOHE KONKBIPJIBI CUMATBIH aIiajbl. 3epTTEYHiH MakKcaTbl — >KEeMKOPJIBIKTBI KOIACHIewi
QNIEyMETTIK-KYKBIKTHIK (DEHOMEH DPETiHJEe AHBIKTAayJaFbl TCOPHSIBIK JKOHE MPAKTHUKAJIBIK KHBIHIBIKTAP/IbI
aliKpIH/Iay, COHMAii-aK OHBI TYCIHAIPY MEH OFaH KapChl ic-KUMBUI KacayJblH KeIIeH I TOCUTIH a3ipiey, Oyt
Ka3ipri jkarjaiimapga epekiie o3eKTi. 3epTTey OapbICBIHIA SKaJMIbl FBUIBIMH OJiCTep, COHBIH IIIiHIE
TEOPHSUIBIK TalIay, CHHTE3/ICY JKOHE KOPBITBIHBLIAY KOJIIaHbULIBI, Oy OpTYpII Ke3KapacTappl Kyieneyre
JKOHE IKEMKODJIBIKTBIH HeETi3ri OenrijepiH aHbIKTayFa MyMKiHmik Oepzai. CoHpai-aKk YATTBIK JKOHE
XaJIBIKAPAJIBIK 3aHHAMara KYKbBIKTBIK TAJJay JKYPri3inai, Oyl KYKBIKTBIK OJIKBUIBIKTapIbl AHBIKTAayFa XKOHE
OJIapAbl JKOIOJBIH BIKTHMAJ JKOJIIApbIH KapacTbIpyFa KOMEKTECTi. AJIBIHFAH HOTIKENED >KEMKOPIBIKTBIH
KYpZelli, WHCTUTYLMOHAIIaHFaH KYObUIBIC €KEeHIH KepceTeli, OJ TYPMBICTHIK, OKIMILIUIIK JKOHE CascH
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Problems of defining the essence of corruption...

neHreitnepai kamTuabl. KyKBIKTBHIK FBUIBIM MEH 3aHHAMaJa JXEMKOPJBIKTHIH OipblHFai aHBIKTAMACHIHBIH
0onMaybl OHBIH THIMII KYKBIKTBIK PETTENyiH KUbIHAAaTaabl. HOpMaTHBTIK peTTey Mocenenepi aHbIKTaJbII,
KYKBIKTBIK aHBIKTAMaNapsl SKETUIAIpY, OHBIH ILIiHAE CYyOBEKTiIep asChlH KEHEHTYy »XoHEe MyZAuenep
KaKTBHIFBICEIHA Ha3ap ayjaapyabl KYIIeWTy OOWbIHIIA IIapanap YChHbULIbL. CoHmaii-aK, )KeMKOPIIBIKTHIH all-
JIBIH amyAbIH THIMJIIUITIHE KaXKETTI IapT PETIHIC MXEMKOPJBIKKA Kapchl MOJCHUETTI JNAMBITy OOWBIHIIIA
YCBIHBICTAp JKacajbl, OYJI OHBIH TCOPUSUIBIK JKOHE MPAKTHKAIBIK MaHBI3JABUIBIFBIH, COHIAi-aK OCHI caaja
OJIaH api 3epTTeyIIep JKYPTi3yAiH KaKETTUIIrH pacTal bl

Kinm ce30ep: KYKBIKTBIK KYOBUIBIC, chIOaiflac JKEMKOpPJBIK, IapaKkoOpiblK, CaThIl aly, CchlOaiiac
JKEMKOPJIBIKTBIH aHBIKTaMacChl, ChIOaiIac >KeMKOPJIBIKTBIH MOHI, ChIOaiIac )KeMKOPIIBIKKA KapChl MOICHHET,
3aHCBI3 OPEKET, Chbainac >KeMKOPIIBIKKA KapChI ic-KMMBLI, KYKBIKTBIK TETIKTEP.

K.O. I'anbr, A.W. bBupmanoBa

IIpo06.JieMbI onpeesieHHsI CYIIIHOCTH KOPPYNUHMHU KAK COUMAJILHO-NIPABOBOI0 SABJIECHHUS

CraThs MOCBSIICHA UCCIICIOBAHUIO CYIIHOCTH KOPPYIIIMH KaK COIHATBHO-ITPABOBOTO SIBJICHUS, PACKPBIBAIO-
nieMy e€ MHOTOYPOBHEBBI M MHOTOACTICKTHBIN Xapakrep. Llenb uccie0BaHus - BBISBICHAC TCOPECTHYCCKUX
U MIPaKTHYCCKUX TPYJHOCTEH ONMpPEIEeNCHUsT KOPPYIIUU KaK MHOTOYPOBHEBOTO COIMATBHO-TPABOBOTO (heHO-
MEHa, a TaK)Xe pa3paboTKa KOMIUICKCHOTO MOJX0/a K ¢€ HHTEPIPETAIINH U TIPOTUBOCHCTBHIO, YTO OCOOCHHO
aKTyaJbHO B COBPEMEHHBIX YCIOBHsX. B X0[e MCCIIeI0BaHHs IPUMEHSUTICH OOIIeHay HbIE METOIBI: TEOpe-
THUYECKUIl aHAN3, CHHTE3 M 0000IIeHne, KOTOPbIE MO3BOJIMIN CTPYKTYPUPOBATh Pa3pO3HEHHBIE MOAXOIbI U
BBIIBUTH CYIIHOCTHBIC TPU3HAKH KOppymiuy. Takke ObUTH MPOaHATU3UPOBAHBI HAL[MOHAIBHOE M MEXKIyHa-
POHOE 3aKOHOATENBCTBO, YTO IIOMOTJIO BBISIBUTH HOPMATHBHBIE MTPOOEITBI B PACCMOTPETh BO3MOXKHBIE ITyTH
uXx ycrpaHeHus. [lonydeHHbIC pe3yIbTaThl CBHICTEIBCTBYIOT, YTO KOPPYIILHUS ABJISACTCS CJIOXKHBIM, HHCTHTY-
IIUOHATM3UPOBAHHBIM SIBIICHHEM, OXBaTHIBAIOIIUM OBITOBOM, aJ[MUHUCTPATUBHBIA M MOJUTHYCCKUI YPOBHH
0011IeCTBa. Y CTaHOBICHO OTCYTCTBHE CTUHOTO OMPEIEIICHNS B FOPUANICCKON HAYKE U 3aKOHOJATEILCTBE, UTO
YCIOXHSACT 3P PEKTUBHOE MPABONPHUMEHEHUE. BBIABICHB! MPOOIEMbI HOPMATHBHOW PETIAMEHTAIIMH W TP E-
JIOXKEHBI MEPHI TI0 COBEPIIICHCTBOBAHHIO MPABOBBIX (HOPMYIIMPOBOK, BKITIOYAs PACIIMPCHUE CYOBEKTHOTO CO-
CTaBa M YCHJICHHE BHUMaHHs K KOH(IUKTY HMHTepecoB. Tarke MPeUIOKEHbI PEKOMEHIAINH 110 Pa3BUTHIO
AHTUKOPPYMIHMOHHON KyJIbTYPhl KaK BaXKHOTO YCIOBHUsI 3P (HEeKTUBHOM MPOGUIAKTHKYA KOPPYIILUH, YTO MOM-
TBEpIKAaeT e€ TEOPETHYECKYIO U MPAKTHYECKYIO 3HAYUMOCTh M HEOOXOAUMOCTh AANBHEHIINX HCCIIEIOBAHUIT
B JIAHHOM 001acTH.

Knrouesvle cnosa: NpaBOBOC SABJICHUE, KOpPpYyHLIUsA, B3ATOYHUYCCTBO, IOAKYII, OTIPEACIICHUE KOPPYIIIUH, CYIIL-
HOCTH KOppYINIHH, aHTUKOPPYHNIHUOHHAA KYJIbTYypa, IPOTUBOIIPABHOC Z[eﬁCTBHe, HpOTHBOﬂeﬁCTBHe KoppyI-
IyH, NpaBOBbIC MEXaHU3MBI.

References

1 Alaukhanov, E.O., & Tursynbaev, D.E. (2008). Borba s korruptsiei [Fight against corruption]. Almaty: Nur-press.
emedia.enu.kz. Retrieved from https://emedia.enu.kz/sites/default/files/INDEX_0.PDF [in Russian].

2 Oralbayev, N.K., & Niyetullayev, N.N. (2018). Definition, typology and socio-legal nature of corruption offenses. Bulletin of
the Karaganda University. “Law” series, 2(90), 52-58.

3 Ramashov, O.N., & Mussin, K.S. (2023) Legal means of fight against corruption in the civil service system. Bulletin of the
Karaganda University. “Law ” series, 2(110), 51-57.

4 Golubovskii, V.Yu. (2015). Vrag obshchestva «nomer odin» [Public enemy “number one”]. Federalnyi nauchno-
prakticheskii zaurnal «Platony — Federal scientific and practical journal “Platon”, 2, 20-21 [in Russian].

5 Rose-Ackerman, S. (1999). Corruption and Government. Causes, Consequences, and Reform. Cambridge: Cambridge uni-
versity press.

6 Agybaev, A.N. (2011). Aktualnye problemy borby s korruptsionnymi prestupleniiami [Current problems of combating cor-
ruption crimes]. Vestnik Kazakhskogo Natsionalnogo Universiteta. Seriia yuridicheskaia — Bulletin of Kazakh National University.
“Law” series, 5, 150-158 [in Russian].

7 Kurakin, A.V. (2008). Administrativno-pravovye sredstva preduprezhdeniia korruptsii v sisteme gosudarstvennoi sluzhby
Rossiiskoi Federatsii [Administrative and legal means of preventing corruption in the civil service system of the Russian Federation].
Extended abstract of Doctor’s thesis. Lyubertsy [in Russian].

8 Dolgova, A.l. (2005). Kriminologia [Criminology]. Moscow: Norma [in Russian].

9 Shishkarev, S.N. (2010). Pravovoi poriadok v sfere protivodeistviia korruptsii: teoretiko-pravovoe issledovanie [The legal
order in the field of anti-corruption: theoretical and legal research]. Extended abstract of Doctor’s thesis. Moscow [in Russian].

Cepus «[lMpaBo». 2025, 30, 2(118) 95


https://emedia.enu.kz/sites/default/files/INDEX_0.PDF

Zh.O. Galy, A.l. Birmanova

10 Nye, J.S. (2014). Corruption and Political Development: A Cost-Benefit Analysis. American Political Science Review, 61(2),
417-427. Retrieved from https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/corruption-and-
political-development-a-costbenefit-analysis/DSE8F481DE22E6F77FCCB924D502BB9F#article

11 Rimskii, V.L. (2004). Biurokratiia, klientizm i korruptsiia v Rossii [Bureaucracy, clientism and corruption in Russia].
Obshchestvennye nauki i sovremennost — Social sciences and modernity, 6, 68—79 [in Russian].

12 Kodeks povedeniia dolzhnostnykh lits po podderzhaniiu pravoporiadka (priniat Generalnoi Assambleei OON 17 dekabria
1979 g.) [Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, (adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 17, 1979)]. (1979,
17 December). un.org. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/ru/documents/decl_conv/conventions/code_of conduct.shtml [in Rus-
sian].

13 Zakon Respubliki Kazakhstan ot 18 noiabria 2015 g. Ne 410-V «O protivodeistvii korruptsii» [The Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan dated November 18, 2015 No. 410-V “On Combating Corruption”]. (2015, 18 November). adilet.zan.kz. Retrieved from
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/Z1500000410 [in Russian].

Information about the authors

Galy Zhalgas Orynbasaruly — 1st year PhD student, Department of Theory and History of State and
Law, Karaganda Buketov University, Karaganda, Kazakhstan; e-mail: gjo1984@mail.ru

Birmanova Axunkar Islanbekovna — PhD, Associate Professor at the Department of Theory and
History of State and Law, Karaganda Buketov University, Karaganda, Kazakhstan; e-mail:
birmanovaa8l@internet.ru

96 BecTHuk KaparaHgmMHCKoro yHmBepcuteTa


https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/corruption-and-political-development-a-costbenefit-analysis/D5E8F481DE22E6F77FCCB924D502BB9F#article
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/corruption-and-political-development-a-costbenefit-analysis/D5E8F481DE22E6F77FCCB924D502BB9F#article
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/Z1500000410
mailto:gjo1984@mail.ru
mailto:birmanovaa81@internet.ru



